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Rabbi’s Notes: Simchat Torah 

Right about now, in the latter part of 
Elul, I'm due for my annual moment of 
panic -- not about the impending High 
Holy Days or even my own checkered 

efforts at repentance (these have their own arcs of 
anxiety and relief) -- but about the fact that I've once 
again totally neglected planning for Simchat Torah.   
 
Simchat Torah is what I think of as the caboose of a long 
train, the end of a series of interconnected holidays 
which runs for almost two months.  Just to refresh your 
memory: we start with a full month of Elul self-
reflection, which is escalated with the service of 
Selichot, which then leads us into the New Year at Rosh 
Hashana, which takes us into ten Days of Awe, 
culminating in the journey with the High Priest into the 
Holy of Holies in Yom Kippur.  Then we go right home 
and prepare for the seven-day harvest festival of Sukkot, 
building our outdoor gazebos and hosting guests.  The 
last day of Sukkot is Hoshannah Rabbah, the Great 
Hosanna, the day on which the water libation was 
poured on the Temple altar with great merriment.  Then, 
because Sukkot is so happy that it can hardly bear to 
end, there is Shemini Atzeret, the "additional eighth 
day," whose center is importuning the heavens for rain, 
beating willow twigs on the ground in a simulated 
rainstorm.  Then, finally… Simchat Torah. 
 
On Simchat Torah we finish the annual cycle of Torah 
reading and roll back to the beginning.  Completing the 
Torah and beginning again is traditionally a joyous 
moment, and the particular custom is to dance seven 
dances with the scrolls, each circuit around the shul 
growing in ecstasy.  Then, at last, the sefer Torah is 
opened, and we call up the hatan/kallat Torah, the 
"groom[s]/ bride[s] of Torah."  With their blessing we 
read the death of Moses and begin rolling backwards 
(gathering around the table as we do so, pointing out the 
scenes of the movie as they appear in reverse: "There is 
Moses' final poem, in two columns." "There are the Ten 
Commandments."  "There is the shema with the extra-
large ayin."  "There is the Song of the Sea, with its 

calligraphy like waves."  There are names we recognize: 
"Moses," "Aaron," " Miriam," "Joseph," "Rachel," 
"Jacob," "Esau," "Rebekah," "Sarah," "Abraham," 
"Noah,"  "the serpent!"  "Eve," "Adam…"  "Is that the 
Divine Name, or does that say 'yihyeh'???")  And, as 
soon as the rolling backwards has been completed, 
without a moment's pause, we call our kallat breshit, our 
"Bride of the Creation," for many years now our beloved 
Rosamond Gumpert Jorgensen, and she reads, "In the 
beginning God created…" 
 
We always have a nice minyan of people who come to 
dance with our treasured scrolls, to shake the shakers 
and clap and sing and sweat.  But it's never quite the 
wild, over-the-top celebration that I remember observing 
in Mea Shaarim, the ultra-orthodox quarter in Jerusalem, 
when I was a student (I was observing rather than 
dancing because in most of the shuls there women 
weren't allowed in the door) or that Elie Wiesel 
describes seeing in the streets of Soviet Moscow, or even 
that I hear about in shuls in other places in the here-and-
now.   
 
This summer, at our women's retreat, I noted that in my 
experience it is usually harder to draw a community into 
ritual joy than it is into ritual mourning.  Even people 
who have a happy disposition seem to move with a fairly 
whole heart into mourning the destruction of the Temple 
on Tisha B'av or confessing their failings at Yom 
Kippur.  But ask people to clown around at Purim or 
dance with the Torah scroll, and it's a whole other 
matter.  "I just can't get into it."  "I can't relate to the 
story."  "I can't just get happy on command."  "That's not 
my way to express joy."  "I'm embarrassed…" 
 
I haven't had that many experiences with ecstatic 
dancing.  I've probably mostly seen it in little scenes in 
movies about Hasidim.  I have a raggedy cassette tape 
that I bought in the Jewish Quarter in Jerusalem back in 
1980 -- I don't think it even had a case -- called Simchat 
Bayit B'alizah,  "Celebration of the House of Joy," or 
something along those lines.  It's basically a long, 
unbroken recording of a bunch of men dancing and 
singing -- in waves of escalating emotion, usually 
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without any words, often with feet stamping, broken 
occasionally by periods of chanting, then back to the 
roaring, ecstatic sounds of Jewish religious dance.  It's 
rough and beautiful and amazing, and I find myself 
jealous every time I listen to it.   
 
What does it take to get into that space?  I am personally 
plenty susceptible to joy and even ecstasy.  I am often 
utterly transported on Shabbat morning by the simple 
sounds of a few of us singing morning blessings.  But 
that loud, arms-around-the-shoulder, thundering, 
stomping kind of bliss -- how do those guys on my tape 
get there?  I've paused here at my keyboard for a few 
minutes to think about rock concerts… Heaven knows 
I've been up on my feet, screaming my head off and 
jumping around plenty of happy times.  And there was 
that magic moment of collective uprising that I was 
100% part of, when David Cone pitched over Rickey 
Henderson's head, and Rickey ran all the way to third 
base. 
 
Okay, so when I finally got to see the Grateful Dead, not 
so long before Jerry died, and I joined the whole 
Oakland Coliseum on my feet all night long, was I 
actually ecstatic?  I was definitely blissed out, definitely 
carried away by the collective energy, by the huge and 
mesmerizing sounds, by the great fun of it all.  I totally 
got out of my skin, became part of the one big wave that 
was happening there.  I loved it!  I came home and said 
it was the third best day of my whole life. 
 
Same, really, with the Rickey Henderson moment.  
David Cone had been trying to fake him out six prior 
times, looking like he was going to pitch to the batter, 
then pivoting at the last second and throwing to first base 
instead.  Mickey kept poking me, saying, "Just watch 
Rickey!  Don't look anywhere else!"  I could feel the 
crowd vibrating -- and when the wild moment came, 
there was a gigantic release.  And I was part of it, 
jumping up onto my stadium chair and joining the one 
great roar. 
 
Maybe Simchat Torah just needs to be a whole lot louder 
and more crowded.  Maybe it needs to happen at the 
Coliseum, with neon Torah scrolls and fifty foot high 
dancing Hasids on video screens…  A flowing bar 
would definitely get things moving one way or another.  
Mammoth amplifiers… A light show… 
 
And/or it might need real, unguarded, un-nuanced 
adoration of the Torah scroll and what it contains.  And 
this is not merely a matter of choreography.     
 

This is purely projection on my part, but -- when I try to 
imagine the singers of the Simchat Bayit B'alizah, whom 
I am pretty sure are some sect of Hasidim at a 
celebration -- I imagine that they possess a kind of 
certainty about Torah that is different than my own.  I 
project that they do not wonder whether or not God 
really inscribed the Torah with black fire on white fire.  I 
fantasize that they don't get squeamish at the gory parts 
of Torah -- plagues, capital punishment, wiping out 
whole tribes --like I do.  I imagine that they don't 
torment themselves with questions about how you can 
love Torah and still struggle so much with it.  I imagine 
that they are wholehearted in their joy in Torah -- and 
that the loud singing and stomping is a natural 
outpouring of their adoring hearts.   
 
Now I am pausing again here -- imagining a kind of 
dancing which manifests love of Torah as I feel it, 
maybe a bit more like the love I feel for the human 
beings I am most intimate with.  I'm imagining a dance 
which is sometimes roaring and sometimes quizzical, 
occasionally irritated, now and then furious, often trying 
to see another side to what appears impenetrable.  I'm 
imagining movements which feel sometimes like kissing 
and sometimes like throwing up my hands in 
exasperation.  I'm imagining gestures which say, "I am 
in this relationship for life with my beloved, but 
sometimes I wonder how I'm going to make it through 
this next week."  I am imagining steps which say, "It's 
totally worth it!"  Interesting the wedding imagery that 
comes with Simchat Torah -- the bride/groom of Torah, 
the tallit-huppah that we lift over their heads as they 
bless.  I actually love and adore my spouse much more 
than I ever loved Jerry Garcia, but the dance I do with 
him is more complex than just jumping and yelling. 
 
The nicely-named sage Ben Bag Bag says of Torah, 
"Turn it over and turn it over, because everything is 
within it."  (Avot 5:22)  He goes on to say, "Reflect upon 
it and grow old and worn in it and do not leave it; for 
you have no better lot than that."  And his friend Ben 
Hey Hey says, "In accord with the effort is the reward."  
 
That's a dance I can fully imagine jumping up from my 
stadium bench to join.  Happy -- and sad and mysterious 
and deep and lively and engaging -- Holy Days to us all, 
my dear community.   
 
  - Rabbi Margaret Holub 
 
Speaking of Simchat Torah 
 
We will celebrate Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah on 
Tuesday evening, October 21, 5:30 - 8:00 PM at the 
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shul.  We will pray for rain and beat the willows, enjoy a 
light dinner together (NOT a potluck!) and complete our 
cycle of Torah reading with live music and new and old 
forms of dance and celebration.  May the blessings of 
our season of celebration culminate on this day, with 
rain for the earth and for our souls. (mh) 
 
Post Election Prayers For  Peace 
 
No matter which ways things turn on November 4, our 
hearts will be yearning for peace and healing in this 
country and points beyond.  On Wednesday, Nov. 5, 
5:30 - 6:30 PM, we will meet for an hour of prayers for 
our country, our government and our world -- no 
sectarian agenda, jut a chance to lift up our thoughts and 
feelings and our heart's desires for well-being for all. 
(mh) 
 
The Shabbat Tisch Returns! 
 
Our wonderful, easy, more-or-less monthly Shabbat 
dinners will resume, but off-schedule for now -- Friday, 
November 7, 6:00 PM at the shul.  You don't need to 
bring anything; you don't even need to make a 
reservation.  Just come and join the community table for 
candle-lighting and kiddush, a bit of Shabbat singing and 
a simple veggie dinner with friends old and new.  All 
who wish to shape and bake challah and get ready for 
Shabbat are invited at 4:30.  This is a great all-ages get-
together. (mh) 
 

 
 

The Rosh Hashanah Cod from Andrew Newman 
http://www.capecard.net 

 
 
Looking for  Cooks 
 
Margaret is interested in getting together a group of 
people who love to cook (or chop or wash dishes or 

taste!) to cook together at the shul now and then over the 
next year: to share recipes, especially for Jewish dishes, 
cook and freeze for people who are ill, perhaps cook for 
future Shabbat tishches, teach some special dishes (like 
baking challah, making a really good matzah ball and so 
on…)   If being part of a cooking group is of interest to 
you, please let Margaret know -- 937-5673 or 
mholub@mcn.org.  Details to follow… (mh) 
 
Inner  Torah Ser ies 
 
Torah can be read in many ways.  We can read it as a 
story, as a book of commandments, as history, as 
mystery…  Torah can also be a source of personal 
inspiration and challenge, which speaks to us about our 
own life issues and decisions.  During the season of 
reading of the book of Genesis, we will gather for three, 
once-a-month extended gatherings to reflect on "inner 
Torah."  In a retreat-like format, using art exploration, 
meditation and guided conversation, as well as 
traditional forms of study, we will probe for voices of 
Torah that call directly to our own souls and situations.  
Second Sundays of November, December and January 
(November 16, December 14, January 11) 2 - 6 PM at 
the shul.  Please let Margaret know if you plan to attend 
one or all of these gatherings -- 937-5673 or 
mholub@mcn.org  (mh) 
 
Calendar  
Sept 29 07:30 PM Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 

Sept 30 10:30 AM Rosh Hashanah Shacharit Service 

Sept 30 02:00 PM Rosh Hashanah Mincha Service 

Oct 4 10:30 AM Shabbat Minyan 

Oct 8 07:30 PM Erev Yom Kippur – Kol Nidre 

Oct 9 10:30 AM Yom Kippur - Shacharit 

Oct 9 04:30 PM Yom Kippur – Yizkor  

Oct 9 05:30 PM Yom Kippur  - Mincha and Ne'ila 

Oct 11 10:30 PM Shabbat Minyan 

Oct 14  Start of Sukkot 

Oct 17 06:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat - Shapiro 

Oct 18 10:30 PM Shabbat Minyan 

Oct 19 01:00 PM Sukkah Party 

Oct 21 05:30 PM Simcha Torah 

Oct 25 10:30 PM Shabbat Minyan 

 
Looking to the Future 
 
From time to time members have given additional 
financial help to MCJC. Upon the sale of a home, stocks 
or some other positive financial event they have shared 
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their good fortune. Also, several members have 
remembered MCJC in their wills. These generous acts 
insure the long term strength and sustainability of the 
Jewish Community and our shul here on the Coast. 
We encourage you to do this if you can. (mz) 
 
TODAH RABAH! (Great Thanks) For  The 
 Following Generous Contr ibutors Who in The Last 
 Month Helped Sustain Our  Community 
 
Nancy Harris; Kenneth and Sandra Wortzel;  Judy 
Corwin; Isaac Mandel; Helen Jacobs; Edie and Ira 
Plotinsky; Bonnie Sarrow;  Mindy Rosenfeld and 
Hilleary Burgess; Katherine Pitcoff; Mari Doxiadis; 
Mark and Deena Zarlin 
 
Phoebe Graubard In Memory of my father, William 
Graubard and my mother, Judith Rothenberg Feuer;  
Donna and Bill Burke In Honor of Edie Plotinsky's 
birthday; In Honor of Sara and Gerry Kreger's 50th 
Wedding Anniversary: Jackie Davidson; Ronnie James 
 
Torah Por tions 
Oct. 4 Vayeilech   Deuteronomy 31:1 - 31:30 

Oct 11 Ha'Azinu Deuteronomy 32:1 - 32:52 

Oct. 18 Bereshit Genesis 1:1 - 6:8 

Oct t. 25 Noach  Genesis 6:9 - 11:32 

You can find the Torah readings, portions and JPS 
translation at http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot 

 
The Whole Mishpocha 
 by Mina Cohen 
 
Family Stor ies: Sukkot will arrive on 

October 14th.  The sukkah is a structure consisting of a 
roof made of organic material  and must have at least 2-
1/2 walls. It should be at least three feet tall, and be 
positioned so that all or part of its roof is open to the sky 
(only the part which is under the sky is kosher.) A 
sukkah can be built on the ground or on an open porch or 
balcony. You can eat your meals in the sukkah for the 
weeklong holiday or more fun sleep in the sukkah.   

A Touch of Yiddish 
Here are a few Yiddishisms, that you might find handy: 
 
A klap vargait, a vor t bashtait 
(A blow passes on, a spoken word lingers on) 
 
Der  ‘ Innu-hadin iz erger  vi der  din alain 
(Suspense is worse than the ordeal itself) 
 

Mit emmes kunt men far  Gott 
(With truth man reaches God) 
 
Naches fund kinderoz tei/erer  fun gelt 
Pride in children is more precious than money 
(rge) 
The Mendocino Maven 
 

 L'shanah tovah tikatevi v'taihatemi (May 
you be inscribed and sealed for a good 
year) ! 
 
 A big Mazel Tov to Sara and Gerry 
Kreger who recently celebrated their 50th 

wedding anniversary. 
 
Mina Cohen will be sharing an exhibition with Karen 
Fenley at Partners Gallery in November, opening first 
Friday (Nov. 7th).  Mina Cohen and Karen Bowers, and 
Leonardo Bowers will be featured in an exhibit at the 
Mendocino Art Center’s AD Abramson Gallery entitled 
“Foreign Affairs”  that opens Second Saturday, Oct. 11th 
and running through the end of the month.  
`- Bob Evans bobevans@mcjc.org 
 
Kabbalat Shabbat  
 
This month we will be celebrating our home Kabbalat 
Shabbat and dinner on Friday, October 17th (3rd Friday 
instead of 2nd Friday) the home of Michael and Sharon 
Shapiro in their magnificent sukkah near Ukiah. Please 
call them at 463-3438 for directions and to let them 
know you are coming.  In November we will be 
celebrating at the home of Polly Green in Mendocino.  
The monthly Kabbalat Shabbat includes a song-filled 
short service that begins at 6:00 pm and is followed by a 
pot luck vegetarian dinner.  If you would like to host this 
wonderful event in your home in future months, contact 
Mina at 937-1319.  (mc) 
 
MCJC Board Meeting Dates  
The next MCJC board meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, November 13th and then again on Thursday, 
December 11th. If you would like to attend a meeting 
please contact Raven Deerwater at 
raven@taxpractitioner.com so he can include you on the 

agenda. (mc) 
 
Book Group  
The book group will be skipping a 
meeting in October.  We will resume 
meeting on Monday, November 17th at 
the home of Rosamond Gumpert 
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Jorgensen.  Please call Fran Schwartz at 937-1352 if you 
wish to join us.  We will be reading Geraldine Brooks’  
book “People of the Book” .  This is a fictionalized 
account of the Sarajevo Megillah.  This book can be 
gotten from Fran Schwartz.  In December we will be 
reading Amy Bloom’s ”Away”  available at Cheshire 
Books in Fort Bragg, where you will receive a 10% 
discount on MCJC Book Club books. (mc) 
 
Ethical Eating, New Kosher Designation  
 
A new initiative is in process as a result of the debacle of 
the kosher processing plant in Iowa (Agriprocessors).  
The new hekhsher (symbol) is called Hekhsher Tzedek 
would be seen alongside other traditional kashrut 
stamps.  Companies that seek the symbol would be 
evaluated to determine if they meet the following 
standards that address five areas:  
health, safety and training, wages and benefits, 
environmental impact, corporate transparency, and 
product development.  Wouldn't it be great if we could 
find this hekhsher on all the products we buy. (mc) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hechsher_Tzedek 
 
Megillah Thanks 

Thanks to Rhoda Teplow for folding and mailing the 
summer megillah (July/August) and to Judy Minkus for 
folding and mailing the September megillah.  If you’d 
like to help with this mitzvah that takes about 1 hour at 
home contact Mina at 937-1319. (mc) 
 

High Holy Days, 5769 

L'Shana Tova,  We wish you and your loved ones the 
best for the new year, 5768 and hope that you will be 
joining us for the High Holy Day Services....... 
 
Yom Kippur: 
Kol Nidre Wed. Oct. 8th, 7:30 - 9:30 PM.   
Morning service Thurs. Oct. 9th 10:30 AM -2:00 PM.  
Yizkor (memorial service) is 4:30 - 5:30 PM, Mincha 
and Ne'ila 5:30 to sundown. 
 
Yizkor: 
The yizkor list is a perpetual list of family members and 
others close to members of our community who have 
died. If you have a name to add to the yizkor list, please 
call Donna at 877-3243 during the day, preferably well 
in advance of the service. If this person's name has ever 
been read in our community's yizkor service, you do not 
need to resubmit it.  

 
Childrens Sevices and Childcare 
 
Yom Kippur morning (Thurs. Oct. 9th): Child care 
10:30am-2:00 pm 
 
If you are not on the mailing list for Torah School and 
would like information about our upcoming program 
contact Jessica Grinberg at 937-2115. 
 
General Information: 
 
We anticipate that the shul will be crowded. We 
encourage you  to come early.  If you are an elder or 
disabled, requiring assistance or transportation or if you 
can provide this assistance during the holidays please 
call the shul at 964-6146.  
 
We are suggesting a contribution of $150.00 for each 
adult who is not a contributing member of MCJC.  This 
contribution will help cover costs to the community for 
providing High Holy Day services.  We request that this 
be paid in advance and sent to P.O. Box 291, Little 
River, CA.  95456. Alternately, you can mail your 
contribution afterwards to the above address.  As always, 
no one will be turned away for lack of funds, so please 
contribute what you can. It is traditional not to handle or 
discuss money on the holidays. Please make it possible 
for everyone in our community to worship without 
having to handle money by sending your payment in 
advance.  If you have any financial questions please call 
Mark Zarlin, our treasurer at 937-0341. 
 
Breaking the fast: 
It is customary to break the Yom Kippur fast with a 
festive meal. We encourage you to invite friends and 
family to break fast with you following Yom Kippur 
services. If you would be willing to have additional 
guests, please call and leave a message at 964-6146 and 
let us know how many you can host.  We particularly 
need a host whose home is wheelchair accessible. An 
announcement will be made at Yom Kippur services 
about locations of break-fasts. Please bring a veggie dish 
to share if you are planning to attend a break-fast.  
Everyone is welcome to attend the break-fasts. (mc) 
 
Saxe Kar ish Sukkah Par ty 
Ronnie Karish and Ellem Saxe will welcome us to their 
home and sukkah on Sunday, October 19th at 1:00 pm.  
Please call for directions and to let them know that you 
are coming but please do so before Friday, October 17th 
at 877-3475.  If it rains the party will be canceled.  Let’s 
pray for a lovely sunny day as we’ve had in previous 
years. 
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Books Available from Jay Frankston 
Jay Frankston has a few copies of "Come to the Table" 
the book of wonderful Yiddish/English poems by Sarah 
Traister Moskovitz which you will enjoy like rojinkes 
and mandlen. They are a yiddishe metzieh at $15. If 
you'd like a copy give him a call at 937-0208 or e-mail 
me at wlp@mcn.org (mc) 
 
Looking for  Volunteer  Mentors 
A number of MCJC members are mentors in a local 
program called Partnership Scholars.  This amazing 
program pairs 7th graders who have the potential to go to 
college but need some help along the way from 7th grade 
until they graduate from high school.  The mentor gets a 
small stipend to cover their expenses and has $10,000 to 
spend on the student during the course of the 
mentorship.  The new students will be selected in 
October and the program is looking for mentors for boys 
and girls.  If you are at all interested, please contact Sue 
Gibson at 937-0619. (mc) 
 
The Power of Words 

 
MCJC still has several copies 
of The Power of Words, 
Rabbi Margaret Holub’s book 
of writings and teachings, 
printed for Margaret’s 18th 
anniversary with MCJC 
available for sale. The book 
contains many of her most 
memorable Megillah articles 
and teachings from specific 
holidays and Shabbats. Also 
included is artwork by 

Andrea Luna, photos by Mickey Chalfin, and a foreword 
by Raven Deerwater.  
 
The books make for a thoughtful gift for the holidays. 
We are asking for a donation of $15 for each copy. If 
you want to buy a book, you can contact Raven 
Deerwater. He will have books at his office (45121 
Ukiah Street, above Bebe Lapin and Mendo Video), and 
he is usually there from 9 – 3 Mondays through Fridays. 
His contact info is 937-1099 or 
raven@taxpractitioner.com. (rd) 
 
Sayings of the Jewish Buddhist 
(from my friend Jane in Berkeley) 
 
 If there is no self, whose arthritis is this? 
 

 Be here now. Be someplace else later. Is that so 
complicated? 
 
Drink tea and nourish life; with the first sip, joy; with the 
second sip, satisfaction; with the third sip, peace; with 
the fourth, a Danish. 
 
Wherever you go, there you are. Your luggage is another 
story. 
 
Accept misfortune as a blessing. Do not wish for perfect 
health, or a life without problems. What would you talk 
about? 
 
The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single Oy. 
 
There is no escaping karma. In a previous life, you never 
called, you never wrote, you never visited. And whose 
fault was that? 
 
Zen is not easy. It takes effort to attain nothingness. And 
then what do you have? Bupkis. 
 
The Tao does not speak. The Tao does not blame. The 
Tao does not take sides. The Tao has no expectations. 
The Tao demands nothing of others. The Tao is not 
Jewish. 
 
Breathe in. Breathe out. Breathe in. Breathe out. Forget 
this and attaining Enlightenment will be the least of your 
problems. 
  
Let your mind be as a floating cloud. Let your stillness 
be as a wooded glen. And sit up straight. You'll never 
meet the Buddha with such rounded shoulders. 
 
Deep inside you are ten thousand flowers. 
Each flower blossoms ten thousand times. 
Each blossom has ten thousand petals. 
You might want to see a specialist. 
 
Be aware of your body. Be aware of your perceptions. 
Keep in mind that not every physical sensation is a 
symptom of a terminal illness. 
 
The Torah says, Love your neighbor as yourself. The 
Buddha says, There is no self. So, maybe we're off the 
hook.  (rge) 
 
A Touch of Talmud 
 
These are deeds which yield immediate fruit and 
continue to yield fruit in time to come: 
honoring parents;  
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doing deeds of lovingkindness;  
attending the house of study punctually, morning and 
evening;  
providing hospitality;  
visiting the sick;  
helping the needy bride;  
attending the dead;  
probing the meaning of prayer;  
making peace between one person and the next;  
and between man and wife;  
and the study of Torah is the most basic of all .  
(from Shabbat 127a) 
 
 
Thanks to Our  Underwr iters for  
Suppor ting the MCJC Megillah and the 
Community 
 
Albion Doors and Windows:  1000s of recycled windows, 
French doors, thermal windows, entry doors, new & used *  
Leaded glass, arches & unique styles *  Liquidation prices at 
937-0078 in Albion *  www.knobsession.com 
 
Cheshire Books: Eclectic community bookstore located in 
the heart of downtown Fort Bragg at 363 N. Franklin St. * 
Open Mon.- Fri. 10:30 am-5:30 pm, Sat. 10:00 am-5:00 pm, & 
Sun. 11:00 am-3:00 pm * 964-5918 
 
College Bound Advising *  College search, coaching, and 
application assistance *  Mina Cohen, certified college 
counselor *  Individual consulation and group workshops *  
Tel: 937-1319 * cbadvising.com 
 
Frankie©s Pizza and Ice Cream Par lor : Homemade 
pizzas, Cowlick's ice cream and other yummy things to nosh 
on.  Beer and wine available. Live music weekly, all ages 
welcome.  Open daily from 11 - 9 at 44951 Ukiah Street, 
Mendocino, 937-2436. www.frankiesmendocino.com 
 
Fashen Faber : Marriage and Family Therapist * Offering 
psychotherapy with EMDR, Guided Imagery, Insight Therapy 
*  Deep healing for trauma, depression, anxiety, panic attacks, 
relationship problems * Gay & lesbian & transgender issues *  
Individuals, couples, teens, families * Mendocino * 937-2791 
 
ICONS: Global gifts and local art, Jewish cards, 
candlesticks, kippot, menorot, mezuzot, holiday items, books 
and more.  Kaddish series prints by Hyla Bolsta.  World 
religious traditions represented.  Pop culture and rock’n’ roll 
too!  10466 Lansing Street, Mendocino, open daily 
 
Loie Rosenkrantz: MSW, CHT, CMT. Experienced, 

mature, depth counseling; short term practical problem solving 
* Hypnotherapy and somatic therapy * Rosen Method Body 
work practitioner *  HUMA transpersonal bodywork teacher * 
Feel free to call for information about these modalities, 964-
3094, Fort Bragg 
 
Montag’s Handyman Service: Carpentry, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Furniture Repairs, Antique Restoration *  George 
Montag *  33410 Greenwood Rd., Elk, CA.  95432 * 
montag@mcn.org * 707-877-3243 
 
Out of this World: telescopes, binoculars, & science toys at 
45100 Main St., *  Box 1010, Mendocino *  937-3335 *  
www.DiscountTelescopes.com 
 
Phoebe Graubard: Attorney at Law *  Wills, trusts, probate, 
conservatorships *  594 S. Franklin, Fort Bragg, 95437 * 964-
3525 * www.mcn.org/a/celr * Member National Academy of 
Elder Law Attorneys * Wheelchair accessible 
 
Rainsong &  Rainsong Shoes: From head to toe in  
Mendocino! *  Contemporary clothing *  Shoes & accessories 
for men & women *  3 locations: Mendocino, Healdsburg, and 
our new store in Montgomery Village, Santa Rosa *  937-4165 
(clothing) * 937-1710 (shoes) * 433-8058 (Healdsburg) * 576-
8919 (Santa Rosa) 
 
Raven Deerwater , EA, PhD: Tax practitioner *  
Specializing in families, home-based & small businesses, & 
non-profit organizations *  45121 Ukiah St. *  Box 1786, 
Mendo * 937-1099 * raven@taxpractitioner .com  
 
Richard Green &  Co. Certified Public Accountant *  45170 
Main Street, Mendocino * 937-5260 * rgcpa@adelphia.net 
 
Richochet Ridge Ranch: Trail rides on beach, across from 
MacKerricher State Park *  Reservations: 964-PONY(7669) *  
1-1/2 hr. to all day rides, exceptional horses, English and 
Western * Weeklong No. Calif. & International riding 
vacations * Free brochure contact Lari Shea, 24201 N. 
Highway 1, Fort Bragg, 95437 * www.horsevacation.com 
 
Rosentthal Construction: 703 N. Main St., Fort Bragg *  
964-1200 
 
Silver  and Stone: 45005 Ukiah St., Mendocino * 937-0257 
* Contemporary sterling silver & gemstone jewelry for 
women & men *  Affordable to indulgent *   
11 am to 6 pm daily 
 
Thanksgiving Coffee Co.: local roasters on the  
Mendocino Coast over 3 decades * Certified organic, shade 
grown coffee & Fair Trade Coffees * Box 1918, Fort Bragg, 
95437 * (800)462-1999 * www.thanksgiving coffee.com 

 

 



MCJC Megillah –October 2008    Page 8 
 

© MCJC 2008 

 

MCJC BOARD & USEFUL NUMBERS 

Rituals and Holidays 
(including Hevra Kadisha/Cemetery) Joan Katzeff * 964-9161 jkatzeff@mcn.org  

Rituals and Holidays 
(including Hevra Kadisha/Cemetery) Donna Montag* 877-3243 montag@mcn.org 

Community Care (rides, help when ill) Karen Rakofsky * 937-5522 nerak@mcn.org 

Outreach (new to the community) Donna Montag* 877-3243 montag@mcn.org 

Culture (films/ speakers/ Women’s Retreat) Harriet Bye * 937-3622 bysawyer@mcn.org 

Education (adult and children/ library) Mina Cohen * 937-1319 mcohen@mcn.org 

Finance and Donations Mark Zarlin * 937-0341 mzarlin@mcn.org 

Secretary Raven Deerwater * 937-1099 raven@taxpractitioner.com 

Building and Maintenance Mark Zarlin * 937-0341 mzarlin@mcn.org 

Building and Maintenance Harriet Bye * 937-3622 bysawyer@mcn.org 

Torah School Jessica Grinberg 937-2115 mcop@mcn.org 

Book Group Fran Schwartz * 937-1352 franamie@cs.com 

Megillah and Website Editor Bob Evans 882-2817 bobevans@mcjc.org 

Name and Address Changes, Subscriptions Myra Beals  myrah@mcn.org 

*  = board member 
If you would like to become an underwriter of The Megillah the cost is $8.00 for a one-time submission or $80.00 for a full year (11 issues).  
The Megillah reaches over 300 households.  If you wish to become an underwriter contact Harriet at bysawyer@mcn.org  937-3622.

 
MCJC 
Box 291 
Little River, CA 95456 


